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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 017555 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, ECON, CG 

SUBJECT: PAN AM AIR ZAIRE CONTRACT 

REF: KINSHASA 573 

1 . PAN AM DIRECTOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS GEORGE HAMBLETON 
TOLD DEPTOFF JANUARY 26 THAT PAN AM IS AWARE OF AIR 
ZAIRE-SAB ENA DISCUSSIONS BUT IS UNSURE OF IMPLICATIONS 

FOR PAN AM. SABENA DISCUSSIONS COULD, SAID HAMBLETON, 

INVOLVE ONLY GROUND HANDLING CONTRACT IN BRUSSELS. 

ALSO, HE ADDED, AIR ZAIRE HAS PREVIOUSLY MOVED TOWARDS 
CANCELLATION AND THEN RETREATED. IN ANY CASE, PAN AM 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR AIRLINE SERVICES ERSKINE RICE LEFT 
PREVIOUS DAY FOR BRUSSELS TO JOIN UP WITH JOE GATT FOR 
MEETING WITH AIR ZAIRE OFFICIALS THERE. 

2. WE HAVE KEPT PAN AM INFORMED OF YOUR INFORMATION ON 
DEVELOPMENTS. THEY HAVE PROMISED TO CALL US AS SOON 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 017555 

AS THEY HEAR FROM RICE IN BRUSSELS. 
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